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Instructions 

Carefully read all the questions before you start writing. 

Answer ALL the questions in the spaces provided. 

Write neatly and legibly 

Question 1 

Study the map below and answer questions that follow. 

 

Source 1: Platinum Grade 6 Social Science Learner's Book, page 109 

1.1 Name two goods that were exported from Africa to Asia. (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 



1.2 What two things did the Africans needed from the East? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

1.3 Which people lived along the coast of East Africa? (1) 

______________________________________________________________  

1.4 Explain how “Swahili” came to be. (3) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

1.5 What religion was practised along the coast of East Africa. (1) 

______________________________________________________________  

Question 2 

Read the case study below and answer questions that follow. 

 

Source 2: Platinum Grade 6 Social Science Learner's Book, page 124 

  



2.1 Write down three things that Leonardo di Vinci was known     
for.    (3) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

2.2 How did Leonardo’s work and attitude help? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

2.3 Galileo was also as great as Leonardo da Vinci. What was his new 
invention? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

Question 3 

Explain how each of the following inventions helped the European 
explorers.   (6) 

3.1 gunpowder 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

3.2 caravel 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

3.3 magnetic compass 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 



Question 4 

Study the passage below and answer questions that follow. 

 

Source 3: Platinum Grade 6 Social Science Learner's Book, page 141 

4.1 Write down one word that was said by da Gama that tells you 
he was a Christian. (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

4.2 What other reasons, apart from spreading Christianity are 
there?  (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

4.3 What was da Gama’s greatest achievement? (1) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

  



Question 5 

5.1 The following events are not arranged in order. Add them to the 
timeline in the correct order. (6) 

• 1497 Da Gama’s f leet leaves Portugal 

• 1400 European Renaissance begins 

• 1280 People start building at Great Zimbabwe 

• 1488 Dias’s ships land at Mossel Bay 

• 1600 The Dutch begin to challenge the Portuguese at sea 

• 1498 Da Gama’s f leet reaches India 
 

  

5.2 What was the VOC? (2) 

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

5.3 Why did the VOC send their sleep to sail around Africa? (1) 

______________________________________________________________  

 



Question 6 

Write a short paragraph of about ten lines describing the life of a 
sailor on a VOC ship. (6) 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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